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Heidi Zuniga- University of Northern Colorado, Clarion University of Pennsylvania (student) 
As I write these words, I am a semester away somewhat technical field. Further, nothing in 
from graduating with my MLS from Clarion library school, in my experience, prepares 
University of Pennsylvania. Like other new or students for the specifics of this kind of work. 
soon-to-be graduates, I am beginning to look for Additionally, it can be difficult to find work in 
my first professional library position. I have e·resources as a student. I suggest the following 
observed that some degree of specialization is strategies for an MLS student who is interested 
already assumed in entry level jobs, particularly in working as an electronic resources librarian 
in academic library jobs. In other words, we upon graduation, although I hope these tips can 
graduates need to decide, if we have not already, be helpful toward any specialization. 
whether we might want to be reference librarians, First, ask yourself if you are suited to this 
systems librarians, etc. For some of us, our area of kind of work. My supervisor has said that to be 
focus has already been steered by previous a happy, effective electronic resources librarian, 
degrees, the focus of our MLS curriculum, or our you must enjoy puzzles and you must not get 
own preferences or previous library work experi· frustrated by problems that do not necessarily 
ence. Although I have yet to secure my first stay fixed. You will have to accept the fact that 
post-MLS position, and therefore to know what many of your colleagues may not completely 
kind of librarian I will begin as, my career path understand what exactly it is that you do or 
seems to 
direction. 
have already taken a particular how you do it. 
If possible, seek out employment or volun-
I had been advised that gaining work teer in electronic resources while working on 
experience in a library while completing an MLS your degree. While I was fortunate enough to 
is vital for successful post-graduation employ- find a library technician position, we also had 
ment, particularly since my degree is through an an MLS student volunteer for many months in 
online program. Fortunately, I was hired as a 
library technician at the University of Northern 
Colorado. This position happened to be in the 
our department. However, I believe any general 
library employment or experience is beneficial. 
Networking is also very important. Talk to 
area of electronic resources and serials. According 
electronic resources librarians-or librarians in 
to anecdotal observations, this is an area of 
your area of interest-and find out details 
librarianship that does not have as many quali-
about their career paths. Not only will you gain 
fied applicants as more traditional areas, such as 
valuable insight, you will also have great oppor-
instruction, particularly at the entry level. 
tunities to network. Be sure to ask them what 
Perhaps this is because e·resources is a new and 
v.34 No.3 , 2008 Colorado Libraries 55 
skills and knowledge an e-resources librarian 
needs. Join professional organizations and attend 
conferences. I currently belong to the American 
Library Association, the Association of College 
and Research Libraries and the Special Libraries 
Association. Professional organizations can help 
you get involved with and stay current in your 
profession, network, and provide opportunities to 
present at conferences. We students have the 
additional advantage of being able to join organi-
zations and attend conferences at much reduced 
student rates. Remember that there are many 
scholarships available to help students attend 
conferences. 
Educate yourself. I read job advertisements 
for positions that appeal to me to see what 
employers are looking for. I have pursued courses 
and experiences that fill gaps in my knowledge. 
For example, I don't know as much about XML 
(Extended Markup Language) as I would like to, 
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so I am taking a Skills Soft course on XML 
through my work, which is absolutely free. Also, 
seek out projects on the job relevant to your area 
of interest. We are implementing our Electronic 
Resource Management system (ERM) soon, and I 
was assigned to examine our serials' license 
agreements and identify information that will be 
entered into our ERM. As a result, I am much 
more familiar with license agreements, which is 
usually a significant component in e-resources 
work. 
Finally, if you do not end up gomg into 
e-resources or whatever specialization you have 
already been nudged into, realize that you 
probably have many skills that are transferable 
to other areas of librarianship. Be sure to identify 
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